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Abstract; In the present paper 37 species and 14 varieties of Clematis from Hubei Province are
recognized based on extensive identification of specimens and review of literature. The genus
Clematis is widespread throughout the world and its distribution center is situated in the subtropi-
cal regions of China. The Clematis species are richest in Yunnan and Sichuan from where the total
species numbers of Clematis in other provinces decrease gradually in all directions in China. Most
of the species of Clematis from Hubei concentrate in the west montane region of Hubei. The geo-
graphical elements of the flora of Clematis are rather simple, of which Chinese endemic elements
are dominant, amounting to 68. 6% of the total species from Hubei. Therefore its nature is tem-
perate. According to the distribution of the primitive groups of Clematis and the conjecture of the
origination center of the primitive taxa of Ranunculaceae Subfam. Helleboroideae, it is assumed
that Clematis originated from Southwest China. And in the light of this assumption we explain
the relations between the flora of Clematis from Hubei and those from neighbouring provinces.
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Table 1 The areal types of the species of
Clematis from Hubei

Areal type Species Proportion

7. R LW , -

Trop. Asia .
11. B W5 ) a9

Temp. Asia .
14. RIES16

E. Asia 2 3.9
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Sino-Japan 4 7.8
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Endemic to China 35 68. 6
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* Including varieties.
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Table 2 Comparison of Clematis between Hubei
and neighboring provinces

e I
P S rotal HREC HAEREOD
Provi ota Common Similarity
rovince specll)es species coefficient
numober  yith Hubei
#dt Hubei 51
9 Ji| Sichuan 80 34 51.9
= ® Yunnan 87 25 36. 2
#t M Guizhou 43 24 51.1
#H 8 Hunan 37 30 68. 2
L7 Jiangxi 20 18 50. 7
Z# Anhui 25 21 55. 3
{78 Henan 33 30 71. 4
B Shaanxi 49 31 62.0
- B

* Including varieties.
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